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REMARKS
ON THE

SIX LETTERS.

Promifed in the foregoing part of my
Anfwer to demonftrate the Six Let-

ters, afcribed to me by the Jefuits, to

be as impudent, as abfurd, as barefa'ced

a forgery as Rome or the emiflaries

ccof Rome ever atttempted to impofe on mankind,

^ if falfe fafts, falfe dates, and improbabilities border-

ing on impojjibilities are marks of forgery ; and I

fhall now fhew that thefe marks all evidently con-

cur in the Letters in queftion.
And to begin with falfe facts : It muft be taken

for granted that if I wrote thofe Letters to Father

Sheldon, he, as well as the reft of the Jefuits, be-

lieved me at that time reconciled to the Church
and returned to my duty in the Order : For no

|[?rnan can fuppofe that he would have correfponded
5 with me as a penitent, if, unabfolved from the

f| greater excommunication which I had incurred by
joining in communion with a Proteftant Church,
I had ftill profefled the Proteftant religion, and

.'506981 refufed



i Rework* Cft f'.'-e 'Six Letters.

refilled as a Jefuit to return to my duty. But that

I never was nor pretended to be reconciled either

to the Church or the Order can be eafily mown.
For had I been reconciled to the Church, I muft

have been prcfent at mafs on Sundays and holy-

days, in compliance with one of her chief precepts ;

had I been reconciled to the Order, I muft, as a

Pried and a Jeiuit, have (aid inais not only on

Sundays and holy-days but everyday, agreeably to

the laws of the ibciety. But I challenge the whole

body of Papifts, Priefts, and Jefuits to fay they
ever law me any where at mafs, or were pre-
fent when I faid it, during the time Father Sheldon

is fuppofeci to have believed me reconciled to the

Church and the Order, and to have thereupon

corresponded with me as a penitent.
1 he Papifts fix the jcra of my reconciliation to

the latter end of the year 1744 or the beginning of

j 745, and pretend that I continued a Papift, or at

leait outwardly to profefs the Popifh religion from

that time to the publication of my preface, that is

to the 2 ^th of March \ 747. But inftead of com-

plying, duj ing that time, with any of the precepts
of the Rcmijlj Church, or laws of the Order, I

continued to join in commuoion with the Church
of Ejtgfand) ami to exprefs as great an abhorrence,

_as I had ever done betore, of the idolatry and the

other errors of the Church of Rome, as the perfons,
-. ith whom I lived and converfed at that time well

know and are ready to atteft. My reconciliation

therefore mini have been only pretended. But on

the other hand how could I pretend to be reconciled

to the Church and the Order, how could Father

J.dcn and rhs reft of the Jefuits believe me for

T-.VO or three years, together reconciled to the Church
and rea;r;v.x! no my obedience in, the Order, when
I obeyed, during that time, none of the precepts
or lav/s of he one or the other, nay when I a6ted

in



Eemarks,on the Six Letters. *

in direct oppofition to them all? In fhort, I r.ni

made to fpeak in thofe Letters as a fmcpre penitent
returned to the bofom of the Church and my duty
in the Order -,

but how could I have afiumed that

character in writing to the Provincial, when every

Jefuit in town could have informed him that they
had never feen me affift at any function of the

Popifli religion as a Papift, nor perform any as a

Prieft and a Jefuit ; nay when they could not but

know that I lived in the fame manner as I had
done before, kept the fame company, fpoke with

the fame abhorrence ridicule and contempt of the

Popifh doctrines, and ftill continued to communi-
cate with the Church of England? If the Letters

therefore be genuine I really was, or pretended to

be reconciled to the Church of Rome and the Order
of the Jefuits for the fpace of two or three years,
and Father Sheldon believed me fincere, though
during that time I never complied with any of the

duties of the one or the other, but acted openly in

a manner to have drawn on myfelf the cenfures of

Rome though I had never incurred them before.

It does not appear from any one of the Letters that

Father Sheldon and the reft of the Jefuits entertained

the leaft doubt of my being fincere. There is no
notice taken of any fufpicions exprefied by them,
no attempt on my fide to excufe or to palliate the

irregularity of my conduct, all the difficulty fup-

pofed is with regard to their willingnds and ability

to pay back the money to me fo foon as my pre fling
occafions required. And yet what proofs had J

given them of the fincerity of my return to the

Church and the Order ? Or rather what proofs had

they not of my not acting agreeably to fuch a re-

turn ? Would they not have allotted me a place to

fay mafs in, at leaft on Sundays and holy-days, as

every Jefuit is bound to do, indifpenfibly bound?
Would they have allowed me to talk the fame lan-

A 2 guage
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guage in every company as muft have given
ilich offence and fcandal before ? Could men,
whofe intelligence is fo good in all places and in

all points that concern them, be fo ignorant of

my doings, fo grofsly deceived as to correfpond
with me as a penitent Jefuit when I led the life of

a Proteftant and of a layman ? Thefe abfurdities

are too grofs to be fwallowed by any body, who will

once reflect on them : They have only pafled upon
fome for want of reflection.

But further what could induce me to return or

pretend to return to the Church of Rome and my
Order in 1744 or 1745? I was at that time in

better circumftances than I had ever yet been, had
an annuity of 94 /. punctually paid me half-yearly,

acquired every day more by my writings, and was
honoured with the particular protection and friend-

mip of feveral Proteftants of rank and diftinction.

What could I then expect from the Papifts ? What
advantage could I reap from my return to their

Church ? I fay advantage, for as they will not al-

low me to have been actuated by motives of con-

fcience and conviction either in quitting their

Church and the Order, or in returning to them

again, but reprefent me by their tool the Libeller

as one, who invariable in the profecution of what he

looks upon as bis immediate interejt becomes all things
to all men that he may gain fomething \ a Papift to

day, a Proteftant tomorrow, again a Papift if it can

ferve a turn, and even a champion for Proteftants
without being a Chriftian (Firft Libel, p. 35.)? they
muft point out fome great object, fome confider-

abie gain that I had in my view in becoming or

pretending to become once more a Papift and a

Jefuit, and not make a man actuated by motives

of intereft alone take fuch an extraordinary and
hazardous ftep without any profpect of gain or ad-

vantage
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vantage accruing to him from ir, or any necefiity

impelling him to it.

This tafk the Libeller undertakes in page 33 of

his Firft Libel and his words are, whether confcience

bad any Jhare in influencing his endeavours to regain
the confidence of bis Order, is known only to himfelf :

but, certainly, his intereft vijibly -prompted him to take

fuch a ftep. He was now declining in life, and, after

being in England a great many years, he had, as yet,

gained no connexions that had procured him any fettle-

ment, and his fubjiftence depended upon the. Jlavi/b

employment of writing for bookfellers, and his uncertain

gains as a language-majier to ladies. What objett,

therefore, could be fo defirable to a perfon in his cir-

cumftances, and happily difengaged from religious pre-

judices^ as to regain the protection and confidence of a

body of men who had it in their power to make him

eaiy and happy, the reft of his days ? Upon being re-

conciled to his Order, he had reofon to hope that the

public purfe of the fociety might be open to him, as well

as to other members of it, and that his income might
be augmented by the addition of a falary as a mijjionary

in this country, where it was his inclination to dwell.

Mr. B's money tranfattion with Father Shirburn,
when viewed in this light , feems perfectly confiftent with

that prudent forefight fo remarkable in his character.

Thefe were the motives, according to the Libeller,

all motives of intereft, that tempted me to return

to the Order, and I was accordingly re-admitted,

fays he, into the Order of Jefus about the end of the

year 1 744 or the beginning of the year 1 745. But
Mr. Bower, he adds in the following page 34,
har

uing at length had the good fortune to infinuate him-

felf intg the good graces of a powerful friend, he began
to have a profpeft of advancing his interejl more by de-

claring himfelf a Protejiant than by being a Popifo

emijjary. In the next page he tells his readers, that

my new connexions with Protejlants both able and

willing
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willing to ferue me, and other prudential motives ob-

liged me to break off my renewed connexion with the

Order.

Would any man but fuch a fcribbler as the

author of this Libel have offered thus to account

for my returning to the Order and leaving it again
without firft informing himfelf when my con-

nexions with Proteflants commenced, efpecially with

a powerful friend both able and willing to ferve me ?

If he had had that attention he would have found
that in 1 744 and 1 745 I had the fame connexions,
the fame friends as in 1746 and 1747, and confe-

quently that it was not becaufe I had gained no
connexions that I was reconciled to the Order
in 1745, nor becaufe I had gained them that I

refolved to leave it anew in 1746, or, as the Li-

beller exprefles it, that 1 cam? to a final refolution of

making afecond breach of my vows, an expreflion he

has borrowed of his fellow labourer the Popifh

prieft Butler.

As for the other motive to which the Libeller

afcribes my reconciliation to the Order, viz. the

hope I entertained of having my income augmented

by the addition of a falary as a miflionary, he might
and mould have enquired before he imputed it to

that motive, what falary is allowed by the Order
of the Jcfuits to their miffionaries in this kingdom,
and whether it was an object capable of tempting
a man invariable in ifce prosecution of his immediate

intereft to bid adieu to all his Proteftant friends

bvtb able and 'willing to ferve him, efpecially to his

powerful friend, and turn mifiionary. In that en-

quiry he would have found that the fum of 30 /.

a year, and no more, is allowed by the fociety to

a Jciuir mifnonary here in town for lodging, rai-

ment, and food; and that thofe in the country re-

crive nothing from the Order, but are maintained

by the families rlioy live with, aid- allowed io/. a.

year
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year for their raiment. I have obferved in my
Anfwer p. no that all private property being ba-

niflied from religious communities by the vow
of poverty, whatever I pofiefied would upon my
return to the Order be no longer mine but the

Order's , fo that to fay my intereft vi/ibly prompted
me to be reconciled to the Order is as good fenfe as to

fay, my intereft vifibly prompted me to quit my
Proteftant friends both willing and able to ferve me?
to give up all I might expert from them and turn

miffionary in order to receive go/, a year or io/.

in lieu of 94 /. and all the reft of the money I had
at that time. I will add, that had I been quite
deftitute of Proteftant friends, had I had no profpect
of improving my fortune any otherwife than by
my induftry, nay had the Jefuits left me in pof-
feffion of what I had, and even added to it the

falary of a miffionary, it would not have been my
intereft to return to them for fuch an addition, as

I acquired yearly twice that fum by writing for the

bookfellers, an employment not near fo flavijh as

that of a miffionary.
The Libeller therefore muft point out fome other

object capable of tempting me to forfake all my
Proteftant friends, to give up the advantages I

might promife myfelf from their friendfhip as they
-were both willing and able to ferve me, and become
anew a Papift and Jefuit. Till he affigns fome
fuch object, fome fuch motive of intereft, every

unprejudiced man muft conclude, that I either

never was reconciled to the Chureh and the Order,

or, if I was, that I acted like a fool and a mad-

man, and not like one, who invariable in the prc-

fedition ^of what he looks upon as his immediate inte-

reft> becomes all things to all men that he may gain

fomething.
If the Libeller had a defire to account for this

-unaccountable conduct in me, he had much better

3 faid
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faid, that being privately informed in the year
1 744 of the defign of my brother Jefuit to make
himfelf matter of Paraguay, the motive of my re-

turning at that time to the Order was to go over
to him, and mare with him in the benefits of his

Royalty there. This to a man of an adventurous

fpirit might be a temptation ; and I hope that the

next Letter my ingenious friend defigns to bring
forth will be from Nicholas the Firft of Paraguay to

me, inviting me to come over, and offering to

make me his Viceroy or Prime Minifter. But
till that (hall appear with fufikient atteftations that

it was really writ by his Paraguayan Majefty, he
muft excufe all my friends if they are fo obdurate

as not to believe that I would renounce out of in-

tereft all the advantages I had in this country, and
all I might hope for, and put myfelf in the power
of my enemies in hopes of getting a falary of ten,

or at mod of 30 /. a year.
Were the Libeller accufed, as I am by the Papifts

of being a fccret Papift himfelf, I mould be glad
to know in what other manner he could pofiibly
clear himfelf from that imputation but by chal-

lenging them, as I have done, to fay they ever

faw him prefent at mafs or at any other function of

the Popifh religion, by proving that he not only
had conftantly joined in communion with Pro-

teftants, but expreffed an utter averfion to Popery,
and by mewing, if he were faid in his heart to be

one of thofe, who have no other God nor religion,

but mammon, that it was inconfiftent with his inte-

reft to be a Papift.

In one of thole Letters (Anfwer p. 82.) I offer

myfelf as ready to go to whatfoever part of the-

; world the Provincial or the General of the Jefuits

Ihould think fit to fend me. As for myjelf-, they
make me fay in that Letter, / Jhall name no -place

to him, viz. the General, but fubmit myfelf entirely

to



Remarks on the Six Letters. 9

to his "jsill\ for I am now^ thank God^ quite indiffe-

rent as to places',
and am well perfuaded that what

place jhall be thought by you or by him the moft proper',

will be the moft proper. But at the very time I am
fbppofed to have writ thus I was engaged in a treaty
of marriage, as many perfons of unexceptionable

veracity, who were then privy to it, are re'ady to

atteft. if the Letters in queftion therefore are ge-

nuine, I was determined to fettle here for life, as I

have done fince, and at the fame time ready to break

off all engagements, to bid farewell for ever to my
friends and my country, and repair, at a minute's

warning, to what part foever of the known world

it mould pleafe the General to fend me, Rome itfelf

not excepted, nor even Macerata.

In the fame Letter I am made to write thus to

the Provincial, in my retreat I have endeavoured to

confirm myfelf ftill more in my former unalterable refo-

lution , and in Letter 4th, p. 36, / am determined,

I hope^ unalterably to keep my former resolution.
And

how will the Libeller reconcile this unalterabh refo-

lution of Jiving and dying in the Church of Rome,
and the Order of the Jefuits, in fpite of any thing
that can happen, with an engagement that fubfifted

at that very time, and abfolutely excluded me from
that Church and the Order ?

As to the woman and the child fo often men-
tioned in thofe Letters, to whom the money, 13507.
is fuppofed to have belonged, I challenge the Li-

beller and with him all his Popifh friends and allies

to produce the one or the other, or any body that ever

knew the one or the other. They have been every-
where fought for and have been no-where found but

in the Letters in queftion, and the wicked hearts of

their authors. And furely a woman of fortune, of

family, injured in her fortune, unjuftly turned off

with her innocent child, and taken again, muft
B have
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have fome name, fome friends, fome relations,
fome acquaintance, fome rcfidence. And it is to

be obfervcd that this woman is fuppofed in the

.Letters to be my Jawful wife , for nothing but

marriage could entitle me to her fortune or im-

power me to difpofe of it , and in Letter 3d, p. 84,
it is faid that feme fecurity would have quieted both

her and her relations ; fo that her relations infifed,
as well as (he, on my giving her fome fecurity for

her fortune, "or continuing to live with her^ which it

cannot be fuppofed they would have done if I had
lived with her only as a concubine, or (to ufe the

Libeller's phrafe) as my whore. Few women ot

that character are poiTefled of fuch fortunes ; and
fuch an alternative would never have been propofed

by any relations, no not the moft infamous. My
continuing to live with her inftead of fatisfying them*
would have offended them more, unlefs flie had
been my lawful wife , and if me was fuch, let this

fagacious enquirer find out when, in what church, by
what clergyman we were married,, what is become
of her or the child, who are her relations, why
they have left me pofleHed of her fortune even

lince I have married another woman, where it was
I cohabited with her and when, how it could be

concealed from all my friends, and how fuch an

engagement was confident with the other which I

am able to prove ?

When leading facts, facts that are the founda-

tion, upon which a whole correfpondence is fup-

pofed to be grounded, are apparently falfe, it is

the flrongett mark of forgery that can be brought
to difprove any fuch correfpondence. Now that I

ever was or pretended to be reconciled to the Church

of Rome or the Order of the Jefuits, that I ever of-

fered myfelf as ready to go to whatever part of the

world the Provincial or the General mould be

pleafed to command me* that I ever cohabited with

a wo-
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a woman, who brought me i^fo/. either as a

wife or a concubine, are evidently falfe facts, as I

have here ihown, and yet afTerted or fuppofed in

the Letters in queftion ; therefore the Letters in

queftion are evidently an impudent and barefaced

forgery.
As to falfe dates, in Letter gd the farewell Let-

ter (p. 84, 85.) I am fuppofed to write thus; /

muft repair the crying injuftice I have done to an inno-

cent child) and to a woman that has Jhown the greateft

regardfor me even in my diftrefs (by the way I never

have been in the leaft diftrefs thefe twenty years)
and in order to that accept the advantagious offer now
made me by my friends ; and in the poftfcript, as for
the place, it will be a, fortnight before the patent is made
out. Now if this Letter be genuine, a place was
offered me before the 25th of March 1747, the

day on which I publifhed my propofals with the

firft page of the preface ; for it is allowed that the

farewell Letter was written before that time. Butno-

thing is more certain than that no place was afked or

thought of for me by any of my friends till after

I had the honour of prefenting to his Majefty the

firft volume of my Hiftory, which was on the igth
of May 1748. On the roth of September 1748
Mr, Say keeper to the late Queen's library died,
and about the 2oth of the fame month one of my
friends, who lived in great intimacy with the late

Mr. Pelham^ applied for that place in my behalf.

And this was the only place that was ever promifed
me, or that my friends ever afked for me. This

Letter muft therefore be allowed to be a forgery,
if falfe dates are marks of forgery, and they are

among the ftrongeft marks. In truth this falfe

date arofe from a falfe report, which prevailed in

the world wnen firft it was known that 1 intended

to write the Hiftory of the Popes, viz. that I was

encouraged to undertake it by the promife of a

B 2 place,
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place ; whereas no fuch promife was really made,
or any expectation of it conceived by me till my
firlt volume was publifhed.

It was pofitjveiy averted upon the authority of
thofe Letters when they were firft publicly mown,
that I was relapfed into Popery, that I was recon-

ciled to the Order, and that to enrich the Jefuits

I had robbed a woman and her innocent child of

their fortune. This was at firft pofitively afTerted,

and without further enquiry trumpeted about by
the lovers of fcandal from one end of the town to

the other. But the injured woman and the injured
(hild could be no -where found, though every-
where fought for, nor did it appear that any place
had been offered me at the time the Letter men-

tioning inch a Place is fuppofed to have been writ.

Hereupon they fhifted their Ground, and inftead

of concluding Letters to be forged, in which they
difcovered fuch vifible marks of forgery, they pre-
tended the woman and the child and the place to

be mere inventions and fictions not of the Jefuits

but mine to impofe on the innocent Fathers. For

apprehending, laid they, and fo they fay ftill,

that upon the publication of my Preface the Je-
fuits would no longer pay me the interell of my
money, and therefore wanting to recover it before

I publifhed my Preface, / brought a 'woman and a

child upon the ftage, pretending that the money dki
not belong tp me but to them.

But if I had pretended that the money was the

woman's and not mine, would not the Jefuits have

enquired very flrictly whether there really was a

woman, and whether the money belonged to her,

fmce by my returning to them it became theirs if

there was no fuch woman, or if the money did not

belong to her ? No man can think that they would

not have made fuch an enquiry in order to fatisfy

her and her relations if the money was hers, or tq

detect
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detect the impofture I was putting upon them in

fuch an impudent manner, if it was not : and thus

would the impofture have at once been difcovered,

Surely no one fo intimately acquainted with the

Jefuits as I, can be fuppofed to have tried to de-

ceive them by a fraud fo very open to detection as

this, and to fuppofe their fagacity would not have

detected it, had I fo done, is fuppofing the moft

crafty fet of men upon earth the moft eafily over-:

reached.

The whole drift of thofe Letters is to prevail on
Father Sheldon to repay me my money, and I am
made to exprefs as violent a de(ir6 to get it from

him then as if I we/e on the point of being carried

to jail, or ready to ftarve for want of it.

Now I can prove that even fuppofing I loft all

this money, which yet I was in no danger of lofing,
I had ftill fo much left, and fuch means in my
power of acquiring more, as to have been under

no neceffity of taking any improper or dangerous
methods of relieving my wants. But my annuity
was fecured by my bond, and Mr. Hill made no

difficulty of repaying the principal when I defired

it, deducting what I had received over and above

the common intereft of 4 /. per Cent. And fo far

was I from being obliged to pay it away as foon

as received (which I muft have certainjy done had

my occafions for it been urgent) that ;wp months
after I placed it in the New South Sea, Annuities

with 348 /. more, as appears by the books ; where

then was the immediate and prefling neceflity,
which can be affignecl as a caufe in any manner

adequate to fuch an effect ? There does not appear
even the leaft degree of temptation to induce me
to write fuch Letters as thefe, and profefs myfelf
a Papift in order to get this money repaid.
Of this difficulty the Libeller himfelf was aware,

and let us fee how he folves it. In his fjrft Libel,

P- 35,
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p. 35, he afcribes the vaft folicitude I exprefs to

get my money back, and the various inventions I

employ for that purpofe, to my being afraid left upon

my ceafmg to profefs myfelf a Jefuit my annuity from
the Jefuits jhould ceafe. But I had publiflied my
Preface to the Hiftory of the Popes, which was

ceajing to profefs myfelf a Jefuit, near three months
before the money was repaid me ; and the Libeller

tells us himfelf, that upon that publication Father

Sheldon was in fuch a. hurry to pay me the

money that he borrowed it, a plain proof that the

worft way I could take to get my money back was

to feign myfelf a Papift. By their own account I

was a Proteftant when I lent them my money, and

when they repaid it. But yet my folicitude to re-

cover the money is the fuppofed caufe of my turn-

ing Papift. To have turned Jew or Mahometan
would have been of as much fervice to me in that

refpec~r.,
and to affirm that I did fo would have

been the more probable tale of the two.

But the circumftance of the time, when the

Letters in queftion are fuppofed to have been writ,

is, perhaps, as ftrong a proof of their not being
authentic as any thing I have yet alledged againft
their authenticity. For they are fuppofed to have

been writ in the years 1746 and 1747, that is, at

the very time I was writing the Hiftory of the

Popes and of Popery, nay and one of them but a

day or two before the publication of my Propofals
with the firft page of the Preface, long before

which my defign of writing that Hiftory was pub-

licly known. And can any man think me capable
of writing fuch Letters to the Superior of the Je-

fuits, and putting it thus in his power, and the

power of every Jefuit, to ruin my character with

my Proteftant friends at the very time I was upon
the point of provoking them in that manner, can

any man, I fay, think me capable of having acted

fo
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fo fenfelefs a part merely to get back from the Je-
fuits a fum of money I did not want, which I knew

they would return to me, and for which in the

mean time they paid me an interefl of 7 /. per Cent.

Are they, who do not believe me to have acted

thus madly againft all my interefts, againfl all

reafon, and common fenfe, fools or knaves ? and

may it not be fuppofed that he, who fcurrilouQy
aflerts that they are, is a mixture of both ?

If the Libeller were charged with a robbery on
the highway (and it is no lefs improbable that he

mould have committed fuch a robbery than, that I

mould have turned Papift and Jefuit in 1744) and
a Letter produced wherein he owned it, as like his

writing as if he had writ it himfelf, I mould be

glad to know by what other means he could prove
the Letter to be forged, and make his innocence

appear, but by mowing that he was in no want of

money at the time trie robbery is fuppofed to have
been committed ; that if he had been in want he
could have fupplied it by other means without ex-

pofinghimfelf t^any rifque -,
that a caufe afligned

in the Letter to prove that he had then an imme-
diate and preffing occafion for the money was ab-

folutely falfe, and that he had conftantly behaved
fo as to leave no room for any man who knew him
to entertain the leaft fufpicion of his committing
fuch a crime. If he could befides point out falfe

dates, and falfe facts aflerted or fuppofed in that

Letter, there is no Jury that would not, in fpite
of the external evidence of the hand-writing acquit
him upon fuch internal proofs of its fal/hood, and

pronounce, without hefitating a fingle moment,
the Letter a moft impudent and barefaced forgery.
That this is my cafe, with refpect to the Letters

in queftion, I have irrefragably proved, and there-

fore do not at all doubt that every candid and un-

prejudiced reader will acquit me of the charge of

4 having
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having turned Papift and Jefuit in 1744, and pro-
nounce the Letters fuppofmg me to have taken

fuch an extraordinary ftep, an evident and palpable

forgery, notwithftanding the external evidence of

the hand-writing, the only evidence the Libeller

has produced to authenticate thofe Letters. As
for the money tranfaction, far from proving me to

have been reconciled to the Church of Rome or the

Order of the Jefuits, it proves quite the contrary,
as I have mown, I can fay, to the entire fatisfac-

tion of every unprejudiced reader (my Anfwer, p.

101, et feq.}. It is therefore no proof of the ge-
nuinenefs of the Letters, though it has given occafion

to the forging of them, and has been made the

ground-work of all that is faid in them.

As for the fimilitude of the hand-writing, I will

allow the Six Letters to be as like my hand-writing
as the Libeller pteales, fince I have not yet been

fuffered to inlpect them. But every lawyer will

tell him, that inftances are not wanting not only of a

promifTory note or a fubfcription, but of wills and

deeds much longer than thefe Six long Letters toge-

ther, forged with fuch art that no man could di-

flinguifh the copy from the original. And truly

why may not an artift, capable of thus forging a

promiflbry note confiding of two or three lines,

forge a Lettter confiding of ten or twenty, and

with time and by practice forge many more Letters

and longer ? Or to what number of lines will the

Libeller confine that mifchievous art ?

But Mr. B.'s hand-writing is extremely remark-

able, fays the Libeller, and hath more particularities

than are ufually met with. 'This circumjlance jhews
how difficult it muft be to forge Letters bearing fo

Jtriking a refemblance? &c. But it happens that this

circumftance mows quite the contrary, it being far

more eafy, as they fay who are fkilled in detecting
fuch forgeries, to imitate a bad hand than a good

one,
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one, a hand that has many particularities than one

that has none : and what they fay is undoubtedly

agreeable to reafon.

I have never been allowed, as I have obferved

above, to infpeft thofe Letters myfelf, and many
low fubterfuges and pitiful (hifts have been ufed to

prevent me from having a fight of them. But
one of my friends, who compared them with fome

manufcript meets of my Hiftory, printed long be-

fore thofe Letters were fhewn, obferved that tho* I

form the \titxcx4fomittfmfswitb a long open fweep, and

fometimes Jhort and with a curled top, yet the one

was in far greater proportion in the one manufcript
than it was in the other ; a nicety that feems to

have efcaped the attention of the fkilful operator.
This is what my friend obferved, and a very juft
obfervation it is, and not what the Libeller makes
him obferve in page 43 of his firft Libel.

The farewell Letter, p. 84, muft have been

writ but a day or two before the publication of the

Propofals and the firft page of the Preface to the

Hijiory of the Popes^ as I have proved in my An-

fwer, p. 90. And yet in that Letter I am made

heartily to vui/b that it ivere in the power of the Pro-

vincial to make me eafy in a FORTNIGHT, and prevent
the impending ruin. And can any man really believe

that I wrote thus to the Provincial, and took a ftep
the very next or the following day that put an end

to my correfpondence with him and the Jefuits in

general ? That I allowed him a fortnight to prevent
the impending ruin, and the very next day, or the

day after, put it out of his power to prevent it ?

They, who believe it, muft either be themfelves*
or fuppofe me to have been at that time, wholly
deftitute of all common fenfe.

At. the very time when thofe Letters are fup-

pofed to have been written, Mr. Millar, Bookfeller,

manager of the Modern Univerfal Hiftory, would
C willingly
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willingly have engaged me for the whole ofthatwork.
Had I accepted this offer thole Letters would never

have been heard of: But though the fhare I had
in writing the Antient Univerfal Hiftory had proved
Ib very advantageous to me, I declined being any-
wile concerned in the Modern in order to write the

Hiftory of the Popes, and publilh it at my own ex-

pence, without promife of place, penfion, or any
other reward whatfoever. And can any man pof-

fibly think that, if I had writ thofe Letters, I

would have refufed fo advantageous an offer to

undertake, at my own charge, fo expenfive a work,
when I could not but know that every Jefuit had
it in his power to difcredit both me and my work?
A fenfible man may be a rogue, as the Libeller

obferves in p. 55 of his firft Libel. But a fenfible

man cannot well be fuppofed to ad like a natural

fool or a madman, when his credit, his intereft, his

all is at flake.

I mail add, that had I writ thofe Letters, I

mould have taken care to prevent their having ever

been mown to any living foul. I needed only to have

prefixed to each Letter the word foli, fo you alone^

which is the fame thing with die Jefuits as fubfigillo

confeffionis, under the feal of confeflion, an inviolable

feal. Thus the Jefuits write to their Superiors, the

General, or the Provincials, when they want the con-

tents of their letters to be kept fecret : and the

Superior is bound to deftroy the letter as foon as he

has anfwered it, in the fame manner as a Confeffor

is bound to deftroy or return to the penitent a

written confeffion of his fins. No Secretary, ex-

cept the General's private Secretary, dares read a

letter to which the word foli is prefixed, no more
than the perfon, to whom it was written, dares mow
it. I faid, except the General's private Secretary, for

the General, to whom many fuch letters may
come, as the Jefuits from all parts of the world
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apply to him, is allowed a private Secretary, who

may read thofe letters, and anfwer them as directed

by him, but muft keep the contents fecret and

deftroy the letters when anfwered. Of this I could

not be ignorant ; and can any man think that I

would not have taken fo eafy a method of fecur-

ing myfelf from any publication of this correfpon-

dence, had I been fo abfurd as to have entered into

it without any one rational motive ? But I repeat
it again, fome exceeding Jlrong motive, fome cogent

necejfity muft be alledged to make it credible, that a

man in his fenfes mould aft in the manner I am
faid to have acted.

The authors of the Critical Re-view, whom I

find in the number of my enemies, and am forty
to find it, becaufe fome amongft them are men of

good parts, in order, as they fay, to mow the ab-

furdity of my defence, make ufe of this fimile.

Let us imagine a highwayman thus addreffing a

judge upon the bench :
" My Lord, I am amazed

"
your Lordfhip mould give any credit to what

" this evidence has fo pofitively fworn againft me.
" Is it poffible, my Lord, that I mould be fo very
"

filly a fellow as to rob on the highway, when
"

your Lordmip knows I could not do it without
"

running the rifque of being hanged ?" Critic.

Review',
vol. i. p. 563.

This would be indeed a moft abfurd plea : but is

this a fair dating of my defence ? No, my defence

is, that I was not fo very filly a fellow as to rifque

being undone without having the leaft temptation to

do fo j that I was in no want of money ; that I

was not incited by any diftrefs to endeavour to get
the money in question by dangerous methods ; that

the evidence brought againft me to prove that I

was is apparently falfe in that and other particulars,
and upon the whole mqft incredible* This, I ap-

prehend, would be a good plea at any bar but

C 2 that
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that of thofe writers, who by their whole manner
of dating the argument on one fide or the other,

have mown themfelves very partial and violent

againft me, as any man of good fenfe will allow

who reads their performance.
I mall add here the New Popijh Creed, that

the Libeller impofes on his readers, and would

have them all implicitly to confent and afTent to :

We believe that Mr. Bower, to get back a fum
of money he was in no want of, and for which he

received an annuity of no lefs than 7 /. per Cent.

pretended to turn Papift in the year 1 745, and in

the year 1 746 began a correfpondence with the Je-
luits as a penitent returned to their Church, which

he continued till the 25th of March in the year

1747, two days before he publifhed his Propofals
for the Hiftory of the Popes, and a year after he

had declared his having refolved to engage in that

work.
We alfo believe, that when he carried on the

aforefaid correfpondence he was married to a wo-

man, who had a child, and whofe relations were

acquainted with her being his wife ; and yet that

wife, that child, thofe relations can no-where be

found.

We believe too, that the money he had lent to

Father ///'// belonged to that woman, though he

can prove it was all his own, and that he difpofed
of it as fuch after it had been returned to him by
Father Hill.

But in cafe any mail think thefe two laft propo-
fitions abfurd and incredible, we permit them to

believe that they were a wicked invention of Bower
to impofe on the Jefuits, and that the good fathers

believed it withqtit any enquiry ; though if the

money he had lent them did not belong to that

woman, it muft have been theirs, and not his, as

foon as he returned to the Order again j and though

nothing
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nothing could be more eafy than to make that en-

quiry.
And to mow our further regard and indulgence

to fcrupuious confciences, we permit any, who
chufe it, to believe that this fi<5tion was not quite
a fiction, but that the woman mentioned in the

Letters as married to Bower and having a child,

was a woman to whom he never was married, and
who had no child ; and that the cauie of his being
in fuch a terrible hurry to get his money back was
a demand, which this woman can be proved to

have made upon him three years after that money
was paid (See Mr. Bower'j Anfiver to a New Charge).
And we believe, that having put it in the power

of the Jefuits to ruin his credit and fortune in

England^ he proceeded to irritate them as much as

he could by a public attack on the whole fyflem of
the Popifh religion.

We further believe, that from the year 1744 or

1745 he was a Papift and a Jefuit, without having
in all that time performed any of the duties, which
as fuch he was indifpenfably obliged to perform ;

and that the Jefuits knew this, and yet correfponded
with him as one returned to their Church and their

Order.

And we believe and declare, that whoever does

not believe the faid Propofitions is a wicked ac-

complice of the faid Bower or a natural fool.

Having now fhewn what my enemies, and

cularly the Libeller, require all thofe of their faith

to believe, I (hall give a lincere account to the reader

what I myfelf believe concerning thofe Letters.

I believe that ninety-nine in a hundred of the

Roman Catholics in this kingdom, and particularly
the Gentleman, in whofe porTeffion they are and
have been for fome time, are as incapable of having
forged them, or of countenancing fuch a

forgery,
if
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if they knew it to be fo, as any of my friends

would be to forge Letters againft them : but I believe

there are Jefuits and other miffionaries here very

capable of employing thofe, or ftill blacker means
of defaming any perfon, who has left them, and
who they think may do hurt to the Popifh reli-

gion.
I do not believe it was any apprehenfion of my

parts or capacity, that made them think me a

dangerous enemy, but the circumftance of my
having been a Jefuit and a member of the Holy
Inquifition. As fuch they feared I might attack

them with more perfecT: knowlege and greater autho-

rity than mofl other men, and that my teftimony

againft them would make more impreffion than

that of perfons bred up in the Reformed Reli-

gion, and vvhofe prejudices had always been on that

fide. To prevent the effect this might have on the

minds of the Catholics here, I believe that as foon

as they knew I defigned to write the Hiftory of the

Popes thefe Letters were forged. By what hand,
or how conveyed from one to another, it is impof-
fible for me to conjecture. I will not, without

proof, charge any one man, much lefs any family
with fuch an impofture : I will not even accuie

Father Sheldon of having been knowingly concerned
in the fraud, how freely foever his name has been

nfed in this ugly affair : Nor do I believe that at

firft, or for a long time, there was any intention

that the Letters mould become the talk of the

Public, or be feen by any Proteftants, who might
be willing or able to call the authenticity and credit

of them in queftion.
I believe that they were defigned for the ufe of

the Catholics to difcredit with them the Hiftory of

the Popes, and hinder any converts from being made

by it i or, at mod, that by a dark whifper of there

bekig
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being fuch proofs of my infmcerity my character

might be hurt among perfons to whom I was not

well known. But upon the unexpected and afto-

niming countenance given to them laft year by
two or three Proteftants, without any further en-

quiry or examination than whether the writing re-

fembled mine, the Papifts were emboldened to go a

great deal further than they had intended, and further

than (if I am not mifinformed) fome of the wifeft

of them think they ought to have done. The
Letters were publicly (hown to many perfons of

imqueftionable zeal for the Proteftant caufe, and
even to my moil intimate friends, who, as foon as

they got any pofitive information that they were to

be feen, defired to fee them, and faw evident marks
of forgery in them. But, though they were not

convinced of my having writ them, the Libeller

was, and undertook to convince the whole world,
while the Papifts flood by and rejoiced in the ef-

forts of their Proteftant champion.
How far he has fucceeded the Public will judge

when they have read my Defence as well as my
Charge. If fome have been ftartled by the confi-

dence of that Charge, and had not patience to wait

till I made my Defence, I am not furprized. Man-
kind are too apt to be quick in deciding, and to

yield a hafty aflent to a peremptory, petulant, bold

accufation, efpecially when the party accufed is

compelled to defer his Reply for fome length of

time, as I was by many circumftances in the

nature of the Charge, which the Libeller brought
'

not againft me alone, but other innocent perfons,
whofe reputation I thought myfelf bound to defend.

Far be it therefore from me to affirm that none

can have entertained a prejudice againft me in re-

gard to thofe Letters, without being knaves or na-

tural fools. I will not even afiert that the retaining
that prejudice will prove them to be fo j I am not

fuch
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fuch a coxcomb : but I hope and I trufl that the

far greater part will be candid enough to re-con-

fider the caufe before they pafs fentence, and that

the fentence will be uninfluenced by party or

pafllon.
It is not my intention to trouble the world any

more on this fubject. I am not important enough
to deferve that they mould give me any more of

their time and attention. If the Letters to Sheldon

are proved to be mine, I merit no credit as to- any

thing elfe I can fay for myfelf : if they are for-

geries, thofe who forged them can, I think,

merit none as to any thing elfe they bring to

defame me. The Libeller may get money by fpread-

ing their calumnies in eighteen-penny pamphlets,
and while he does fo may find his account in a per-

petual controverfy upon this fubject, or other fup-

plemental and new-invented lies ; but I lhall leave

him to carry it on by himfelf and return to the

lliftory of the Popes with all diligence, that I may
endeavour to make the Public amends for the time

I have fpent in defending myfelf againft the new

Inquifition let up in this kingdom. But if my dif-

patch in purfuing that work mould not be fo great
as I defire, I hope it will be confidered that my
health has been hurt by the anxiety and vexation,
which I could not but feel from an attack of this na-

ture. For notwithftanding the fupport that my inno-

cence gives me, and the kindnefs ofmy friends, who
have had too much virtue to give me up to the rage
of unjuft defamation, I know that to be called to a

public defence of every article of my pail life, to be

obliged to anfwer every lie that private malice or

enmity can produce to afperfe either me or my
friends, both living and dead ; to be obligofl to

fpeak to the Public on the moft private domeftic

affairs, or to fufrer by my filence ; to have a

powerful feel, powerful even in this country, not-

with-
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withftanding the jealoufy of the legiflature and

government, engaged to attack me, not with fair

arguments as I attack them, but with the foul and
envenomed weapons of flander ; and to fee, them'

fupported in fuch an attack by a party of Pro-

teftants more furious and bitter againft me than

they ; all this I know is a grievous misfortune, and

enough to diforder the beft conftitution of body,
or mind. : I pray God that the mifchief may flop
with me : but no innocent man, no innocent wo-'

man, no family can be fafe if fuch proceeding as

this be encouraged. The Inquifition fet up againft
me will foon enlarge and extend its jurifdiction.
Invitations will be fent to the enemies of other

perfons, as well as to mine, to tranfmit their in-

telligence of flander againtl them ; and that intel-

ligence will be publifhed in papers and pamphlets
by anonymous fcribblers, to the great entertain-

ment of the malicious, ill-natured, and envious

part of mankind, but to the ruin of all fociety and
'all private peace. This is an evil in which the

Public is much more concerned than in my con-

verfations with Mrs. -Hoyles or Mrs. Sutton\ and if

the Libeller, who has begun it, receives their ap-

plaufe, they will have no right to complain that

his example is followed by feveral others, and that

their fiflers, their daughters, their wives are de~
famed by hear-fay reports of twenty years ftanding;

nayafter they have been laid many years in th^
graves. For even the grave is not an afylum againft
the fury of this Inquifition. Like their Brothers in

Italy, Spain, and other countries, where that molt

holy Tribunal prevails, they pals fentence on the

dead as well as the living, and pronouce damna-
tion againlt them; if they have fhewn any f'riend-

fliip, or given any protection to one, whom their

equitable court has condemned Anfwers and con-

futations will fignify nothing.. As faft as one lie is

D dellroyed



26 Remarks on the Six Letters.

deftroyed another will be fpawned, and the lan-

guage will be ;
" 'Tis in vain to defend yourfelf" from this charge; we have others behind; you" don't know how far our intelligence reaches ;

" we referve our fire (Second Libel, p. 83.)."
But is this the language of a lover of truth, of

One only concerned for juftice and truth ? It is the

language of a highwayman endeavouring to inti-

midate the man he aflaults,
"

Sir, don't defend
* c

yourfelf, / referve my fre, 1 have more piftols
*' than this in my hand ; I have one in my pocket ;

"
I have one in my bofom ; I have other friends

" on the road whom you don't fee at prefent ; we
" are a ftrong gang , it will be to no purpofe for
"

you to refilt."

Upon my word I believe the man fays very true :

they are a ftrong gang ; but I flatter myielf that

iuftice and truth will be ftronger than they. Yet
v

if thefe methods of attacking the fame of innocent

perfons mould meet with encouragement inftead .of

deteftation , if the fpirit of party mould join to

promote them ; if it fhould prove both a fafe and

a profitable trade ; juftice and truth will quickly
be baniflied out of this kingdom, and calumny
will be advanced to reign in their ftead.

As for me, the courfe of nature muft foon put
an end to all my vexations : but the youngeft man
now alive will not fee an end of the mifchief that

fociety will fuffer from the confequences of this per-
fecution begun againft me, if the manner of carrying
it on be not branded with the infamy it deferves.

I ihall conclude with this wilh ; may there be

found in all Proteftants, efpecially in all the Pro-

teftant clergy, as much zeal to defend the Pro-

teftant cauie and to expofe the whole fyftem of

Popim fuperftition, injultice, and cruelty, as there

has been in me, who am accufed of being in fccret

a Papift and a Jefuit. POST-
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POSTSCRIPT.
As my renders will expert that I fhould clear

myfelf from the charge of perverting Mrs. Hoyks
to Popery before I take my leave of the Public, I

mail here give an account of that affair, fo far as I

can remember it at the diftance of twenty-nine or

thirty years.
I had no kind of acquaintance with that filly

woman till Mrs. Button^ with whom I was well

acquainted, told me that me had a confidant in

her neighbourhood, the wife of one Mr. Hoyles^ a

printer's journeyman, with whofe room me could

make free, and defired I would allow her to intro-

duce me to her, as one in whom me could entirely
confide. To this I confented : and thus did my
acquaintance commence with Mrs. Hoyks. I

thenceforth continued to meet Mrs. Button in her

room, me being fometimes prefent, and taking
fometimes a pretence to go abroad and leave us

alone, as it had been before-hand agreed between

Mrs. Button and her me mould do. Mrs. Button was
afterwards married ; and I defy Mrs. Hoyles to fay
that I ever met her, or defired to meet her alone,
either in her room or any-where elfe, after her

marriage. From moral honefty I am fure I have

never departed ; and I would to God that through-
out my whole life I had alfo lived according to

the ftric"l purity and fanclity enjoined by the

Gofpel. But is every man's character who has

not done this to be blafted ? What then will be-

come of many of thofe who are my accufers ? In-

deed if a man fets up for a faint^ to prove that he

was a Jinner while he wore the mafk of that fanc-

tity is fufficient to prove that he was an impoftor,
and confequently is enough to difcredit his cha-

racter. But when did I afiume fuch a mafic ? I

D 2 appeal
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appeal to all my acquaintance whether I ever pre-
tended to any other pralfe than that of an honed

man; and I defy all the malice -of Rome and of

Hell to fhow that by any action of all my pail
life (whatever my follies and frailties have been) I

ever deferved to forfeit that praife. I had been

certainly wifer if I had taken, more care to conceal

all my frailties ; but men of underttanding will

think that my having wanted that wifdom is not a

fymptom of an hypocrite or an' importer.
As for the converjton of Mrs. Iloyles, about which'

fuch a noife is now made, from what I have faid,

and from her own account, it is manifeft that my
acquaintance with her was not owing to any defign
or defire in me of making a profelyte. But in

fome accidental ditcourfes in her company, I may
have poffibly fpoke (as I flill think myfelf bound
in candour to fpeak) of the fpiritual exerdfes ufed

by the Jefuits, and fome other inftitutions and

practices of the Order, or of the Church of Rome,
as pious in themfelves and conducive to holinels,

though by them mifapplied. I may have alib de-

fended that Church when unjuftly accufed of hold-

ing opinions me does not hold, as flie frequently
is from zeal without knowledge. And from hence

%h_?

Mrs. HoyleS) a very weak woman, may have con-

ceived filly fcruples, which fcruples Mrs. Button^

who was a zealous Papift, improved in my abfence

(for I went foon after into the country), and

brought a pried to her, by whom me was gained
over to the Popifli religion, and received into that

Church. She did not therefore owe her converfion

to me, but to her friend Mrs. Sutton^ and to the

pried fne brought to her. Indeed herfelf only fays,

that Igave her fcruples^ and that three years after I

had given her thole fcruples me became a Catholic

(Fird Libel, p. 75, 76.). A plain proof that it

\vas riot fforn the
fcHiples

I had given her, but

frpm
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From the impreffions made upon her by others, that

(he was induced to change her religion.

As for her .narrative, it contains as many falfe-

hoods as lines, was evidently made for her by
the authors of the Six Letters to confirm by her

teftimony all that is faid or fuppofed in them, and
me repeats it, as I have been informed by fome,
who have had the curiofity to hear it from her

own mouth, as a fchool-boy does his lefion by
heart, in jufl the fame words as it ftands in the

narrative.

But Jhe will, fays the Libeller in page 80, at

any time convert her narrative into an Affidavit. And ;

will me make oath that I, who was a profelTed Je--

fuit and lived twenty years in the Order, did not

know, but applied to her to know, whether I

might truft my money in the hands of the Jefuits for
an annuity j that I employed her to fpeak to the

Gentlemen of the Order, as if I could not fpeak
to them myfelf, or my fpealgng would not be of
as much weight with them as hers ; that I pafled

by Mrs. Sulton's account for a merchant and a

knight of Malta, two very different profefllons and
characters ; that me declared if Mrs. Sutton and I
could not marry, we Jhould not meet any more at her

apartment, though we continued to meet there with

her full and free leave till Mrs. Sutton was married,
and though, whenever (he was obliged to go -out

on the days of our meeting, me ufed to fend the-

key of her room to Mrs. Sutton left we mould be

disappointed ? If Mrs. Hoyles mould confirm all

thefe things upon oath, her oath would be of no

weight with unprejudiced perfons, no more than

her word, that is of no weight at all.

It is true that I defired her hufband to print a
thoufand Receipts for me ; and it was in order to

have an opportunity of paying him for fome prints
he had given me. I paid him accordingly for

thofe
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thofe Receipts double their value , but I never
ufed one of them, and I have them ftill by me.
As for Mr. Fadat* evidence (p. 82.) which the

Libeller boafts of as a Proteftant evidence, it is a

hearfay evidence, and that of Mrs. Hoyles over

again.
I knew nothing of the change Mr. Hoyles had

made of his religion till long after it happened ;

and, if I was not mifinformed at the time, it was

owing to the importunity of his wife and motives

of intereft more than to conviction and confcience.

For the Jefuits, it feems, had given him fome

hopes of their employing him as their Printer ; and
as fuch they employed him accordingly after his

converfion. A filly woman having therefore con-

ceived fcruples, as he pretends at this time, from
ibme accidental converfations of mine thirty years

ago, is the fole inftance that the Libsiler can al-

ledge, with the leaft Ihadow of truth, of my zeal

for Popery ; and let him make the mod of it that

malice can make. I am fure that much more than

I ever faid to her 1 have faid in converfation, with-

in this lad twelvemonth, to the moft zealous of

my Proteftant friends, without offending them or

the Proteftant caufe, though in vindication of Po-

pery unjuftly accufcd, or in praife of fome things
in the Popilh, or even Jefuitical inftitutions. Truth

can never be hurt by truth, nor ferved by flander ;

but fools will turn inftruction to folly, and wreft

what they hear to favour the difpofitions of their

own minds. How have the doctrines about Grace
and Election, taught by the beft divines of our

Church, been perverted and abufed to fanaticifm

and enthufiafm by ignorant people !

Before I conclude I beg leave to take notice of

two falfhoods fathered upon me by the Libeller, in

page 42 of his Libel, where he writes thus : It can

alfo be proved u$on our Htftorian, that he invented

another
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another falfhood, about the delay of bis fecond 'vo-

lume ; for he told many gentlemen that he waited till

the paper came from Holland on which it was to be

printed \ whereas ,
/'/ is notorious that no fetch paper

ever was fent for -,
that volume of the Hiftcry of the

Popes being printed on Englifh^vz^r bought of Al n

Janfien, as will appear from accounts jlillin being.

This the Libeller, perhaps, may have heard at

his intelligence office of fcandal, where he heard that

I attended Dr. Afpinwall in his laft illnefs, and

that he died a faithful fon of the Church of Rome.

But I never faid that I waited for paper from Hol-

land. On the contrary, I piqued myfelf upon
uiing no other paper but Engli/h : and I am very
confident that the Libeller can no more name any
Gentleman out of the many 'whom 1 told that 1 waited

till the paper came from Holland, than he can name

any one perfon, whom Mrs. Afpinwall told, that

foe would not permit a prieft to adminifter extreme

unttion to the doctor , who defired it, though Jhe made
no fecret, as is pofitively alferted by this writer, of
her hujband's dyingfentiments, and muft confequently
have fpoken of them to hundreds. I mail add,

that it was not the publication of my fecond but of

my third volume that was delayed for want of

paper, of Engli/h paper. For Alderman Janjjen%

who from the beginning had fupplied me with

paper, having no more of the fame fort with that

on which the two firft volumes and part of the

third were printed, I waited a confiderable time

for the fame paper, being unwilling to leave him.
But he let me know at laft by a letter, which I

have ftill by me, that the paper-maker had fent him
word that the waters were fo low that he could not

even anfwer for the paper all that fummer, if there

did not come plenty of rain. Hereupon I went to

Mr. Blofs, who engaged to fupply me with the

paper I wanted in a fortnight or three weeks at

3069&1
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moll, and he was as good as his word. If this di*

it enquirer, who I find makes it part of his

bufinefs to examine the accounts and the books of

thofc I have dealt with, will apply to Mr. Blofs,

it will appear from accounts Jiill in being that I

bought of him the paper that Alderman Janjjen

could not fupplyme with, and paid him punctu-

ally for it, as I have punctually paid every other

perfon with whom I have ever had any dealings.
In the fame page I am charged with the follow-

ing blunder^ viz. with pretending in a certain family
that I had never been a prieft, and at the fame time

entertaining the company with ftories which I had

heard in confe.fiion; and this in the prefence of

the lady of the houfe, who was, as I could not

but know, very well acquainted with the Romifh re-

ligion. A blunder indeed! But to whom of my
acquaintance did I ever make a fecretof my having
been a prieft ? That I was a prieft all know who
know me. The lady therefore muft either have

mifunderftood me, with refpect to that point, or

I her. For who but an abfolute idiot could pre-
tend to a Roman Catholic, or indeed to any one

acquainted in the leaft with the Romijh religion,
that he had heard confeffions and yet had never

been a prieft ! And why mould I have concealed

from that lady what I concealed from nobody elfe,

what all the world knew ? I therefore repeat it, me
muft have mifunderftood me, or I her.

I think I have now anfwered all that can be

fuppofed to deferve any anfwer in the Libeller's

Pamphlets ; and I ought rather to make an apo-

logy for having, in the three I have written on
this fubjecl:, taken notice of fo many impertinent
falfhoods than for having overlooked others, if any
are overlooked. The tafk of following fuch aa

author through all the dirty kennels, into which he

has raked for intelligence and for fcandal, is too

irkfome
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irkfome to me ; and to carry my reader with me
would offend him too much, and take up a great
deal too much of his time. But it would be ftill

more inexcufable in me, if I were to defire the at-

tention of the Public, at this bufy feafon, to hear

me anfwer the Libeller's fcurrilous railings. I can-

not bring myfelf to contend with him in fcolding :

much lefs will I abufe his patrons and friends,

whoever they are, as he has done mine. Some

perfons may think too well of him and too ill of

me, without being either difhoneft or foolifh. I

hope that their candour and good underftanding

will, fooner or later, upon, better information and

cooler reflection, difpel any prejudice entertained

againft me ; but, if it does not, I am fure my rail-

ing at them in fo indecent a manner, as the Li-

beller does at all my friends, would neither do any
mifchief to them, nor fervice to me.

N. B. I am obliged to my unknown friend for

his complaint in the Daily Gazetteer of February 5.

againft the partial omiffions and grofs mifrepre-
fentations of my defence in the Monthly Review ;

and he might complain, with as much juftice and

truth, of the authors of the Critical Review juft

publifhed. I therefore beg the Public to be upon
their Guard againft the authors of thofe monthly

Pamphlets, moft of them being combined with my
Enemies againft me.

N I S.
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